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Abstract:

This paper seeks to clarify the question of colonial memory by drawing upon a
range of theoretical works that address the issue from a European standpoint—one
that attempts to establish a conceptual framework for understanding the significant
role memory plays in shaping the future of societies and nations, particularly when
such memory binds together different peoples at specific historical junctures.
European colonialism in Africa has been the subject of extensive reflection and
retrospection due to its profound impact on the present realities of nations, both the
colonizing powers and those that suffered colonization.

Today, the importance of memory is heightened in light of the opportunities
for development and progress, as well as the civilizational and societal challenges that
remain unresolved. Memory continues to create tension in relations between states
and societies and contributes to limiting human creativity, with repercussions that
affect the entire world.

The conceptual formulations presented by the French philosopher Paul
Ricceur provide a key entry point for understanding memory and its relationship to
identity within a single nation, as well as among nations connected by a shared
historical experience. Algeria, like other African countries, endured a harsh and
oppressive French colonial rule, the remnants of which include the crimes committed
against its people, land, local culture, history, and identity—crimes unparalleled in
many other regions.

Memory has thus become a central theme in numerous literary works;
however, the challenge lies in its use through a purely subjective lens. This is evident
in the writings of the pied-noir novelist Albert Camus, whose unfinished
autobiographical novel The First Man attempts to construct a manifesto of colonial
memory in Algeria. A similar situation unfolds today in Palestine, which continues to
suffer under a globalized Zionist settler colonialism aiming to erase the country’s
history and eliminate its people through ongoing atrocities targeting Palestinians—
children, elders, women, and youth alike. These crimes coincide with the resurgence
of Palestinian memory surrounding the 1948 Nakba as a symbol of a collective
memory that is not only Palestinian but also Arab and universal—shared by all those
who value freedom and peace.
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10 _Marie poinsot, La guerre des mémoires, entretien avec Benjamin Stora, Hommes et Migrations, n<: 1268-1269 année 2007, p 208-
article en ligne, https://www.persee.fr/doc/homig_1142-852x_2007_num_1268 1 4649
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13- Albert Camus, I'etranger et autres nouvelles, Enag Edition , Alger, 1988

14- Marie poinsot, La guerre des mémoires, entretien avec Benjamin Stora, Hommes et Migrations, n: 1268-1269

année 2007, p 209 article en ligne, https ://www.persee.fr/doc/homig_1142-852x_2007_num_1268 1 4649

Aimé Césaire, Discours sur le colonialisme, suivi de Discours sur la Négritude, Editions Présence Africaine, Paris,

2005
Albert Camus, Misere de la Kabylie, edistion Zirem, Algérie, 2005
Michel Onfray, L'Ordre libertaire, La vie philosophique d’Albert Camus, Flammarion, 2007

https://www.lemonde.fr/livres/article/2012/09/14/agnes-spiquel-ils-ne-lisent-pas-camus-ils-s-en-

servent_1760453 3260.html
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