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Key words Abstract
Folktale- Mai and | This paper studies the Qatari folk narrative of "*"Mai and Gillan." It follows a
Gillan -Triangular | comparative approach to examine the themes and meanings of the text between its oral

Sail- Al Khor- and written forms. The paper begins by investigating the genre of this narrative among
Symbolism of the | the prevalent genres in folk storytelling, such as myth, folk biography, fable, and
Dragonfly folktale, based on the classification criteria for each genre. It then reviews the

transformation of the narrative text from oral to written form and the changes that
occurred during this transition—from an oral narrative told by elderly women to
children at night, including vocal expression and past cultural contexts, to its written
form, its use in several children's stories, then to a theatrical song, and finally to a short
film for children.
The paper examines the changes in alternative poetic elements by comparing the oral
narrative, which relies on listening from a personal collection, with the written text of
the narrative. It also studies the external contexts of the narrative, including historical,
social, and cultural aspects. It analyzes the hidden readings and contemporary uses
behind the oral and written forms, and the resulting changes in their themes and poetic
elements. The paper concludes that the poetics of the narrative text lie in dialogue and
irony, but more so in imitation and the insight into nature to resolve the narrative's
.complex dilemma
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