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Natural resource governance as a mechanism for achieving
sustainability in rentier economies: A comparative analysis of
Arab and International models
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the role of natural resource governance in achieving
sustainability in rentier economies, by adopting a comparative analytical approach to leading
international and Arab experiences, based on the Natural Resource Governance Index.

The findings reveal institutional and economic weaknesses that hinder effective resource
management in Arab countries, as reflected in limited economic diversification, high
unemployment, and elevated carbon emissions. In contrast, international experiences
demonstrate that embedding principles of transparency, accountability, and long-term planning
leads to sound resource management and intergenerational sustainability. Based on this
comparative analysis, a practical model for natural resource governance has been proposed to
achieve sustainability goals while taking into account the specific context of each country.
Keywords: Natural Resource Governance; Sustainable development; Rentier Economies.
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