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Rethinking the Human—Nature Relationship: From Classical Anthropocentrism to
Contemporary Environmental Philosophies
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Abstract:

This article adopts a historical-philosophical approach to examine how ancient, medieval, and
modern conceptions of nature entrenched human-centeredness and rendered nature a
legitimate object of control and exploitation. Greek philosophy placed rational humans at the
top of the cosmic hierarchy, medieval thought affirmed their status as the image of God, and
modern philosophy (Bacon, Descartes, Kant) transformed nature into a mechanistic entity
devoid of intrinsic value, confining ethics to humans alone. In response, contemporary
environmental philosophies offer radical alternatives: deep ecology expands the self to include
all beings, social ecology links ecological crises to social domination, animal rights theories grant
nonhuman creatures independent moral standing, and land ethics extend responsibility to the
entire biotic community. The philosophical outcome is a shift toward an ecocentric perspective
and a planetary ethic grounded in mutual respect, nature’s intrinsic value, and sustainability.
Keywords: Anthropocentrism- Ecocentrism- Environmental Philosophy- Intrinsic Value of
Nature- Animal Rights- Planetary Ethics.
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