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- Abstract The research aims at revealing the meanings of the linguistic symbols used
in text messaging during virtual social communication by university center students
Noor al-Bashir - Wilayat al-Bayd, and then determining the reasons for this use. The
study has adopted the descriptive approach and the content analysis approach for the
messages exchanged by the respondents. Besides, a questionnaire, prepared by the
researchers, was distributed on a sample group of 73 males and females students in
the Department of Social Sciences. The study concluded that respondents often use
new language codes while communicating via websites, which combine language
abbreviations and innovated words. It includes letter, number and icons to simulate
the spoken voice in oral communication with the privacy of the place, expressing ideas
and describing emotions and feelings. The study revealed that among the most
important reasons for students to resort to these linguistic symbols in their
communicative practices, gain time while writing, and keep pace with the trendy
fashion of young language. Also because it reduces the volume of written messages
and comments, and the inability of the formal language to express what they want to
communicate to the other side of the conversation, and It revealed that these linguistic
symbols have meanings that differ according to the context in which they are used,
and according to the meaning and meaning agreed upon by the social group, and the
type of relationship between the parties to the communication process would affect
the meanings of the symbols and the intent to use them.
- Key words: language, linguistic symbols, social media, significance, meaning.
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