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The Crisis of Citizenship in the Arab Societies:
the Case of Iraq
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Abstract :

The ruling elites in the Arab world have not succeeded in enhancing the
principle of citizenship within their countries, especially those that witnessed what
has been dubbed as“the Arab Spring’s uprisings” since 2011, like Iraq, Yemen and
Libya. lIraq, for instance, has witnessed, since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion, a
subversive citizenship crisis, which is attributed to numerous factors, including the
absence of both the rule of law and the state’s legitimate monopoly over the use of
force. As a result, the Iragi individual is no longer feeling loyalty towards its
country, or even the patriotic pride of being an Iraqgi, particularly since his
subsequent governments have failed to protect his safety, properties, and dignity.
Keywords: Arab region; Crisis; Citizenship; Society; Iraq.
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