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Al-Baghdadi's Parasitism: A Cultural Reading

Al-Baghdadi has introduced the parasitism
narratives as a tool of joking and ridicule, having thereby
the recipient enter the space of narration with which a
socially degraded stereotype was outlined with view of
rejecting this ‘greedy, uneducated’ group the qualities of
whose would justify their being outcast, furnishing the
tools for implementing such rejection.

These narratives, however, had further dimensions

that categorized this group as marginalized people who
practiced parasitism for restoring social balance and lost
justice. The parasites were therefor approached
historically and intellectually in parallel with the
villainous burglars in terms of purpose, but with different
procedures. The parasite would adopt a peaceful method,
whereas the burglars used the armed force.
A parasite therefor is a marginalized person who could not
conform to the society's haughty economic and social
culture, so he tends to force his rights through parasitism
with its comic, religious and rhetorical presentations.

The research investigated aesthetic and intellectual
tools that the parasite gained mastery of such as religious
justification, confuting answers, ornate poetic texts,
interpretation of parasitism based on revelation, with
eagerness to ridicule. The paper chose Al-Baghdadi's
parasitism as a basic text for a cultural reading, benefiting
from tales books and causeries that narrated the stories of
this group.
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