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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of poetry in Sibawayh's Kitab, moving beyond the
prevailing view that reduces it to a domain of grammatical licenses (al-darirat)
and exceptions. It aims to present a more comprehensive and dynamic
perspective, viewing poetry in the Kitab as an integrated linguistic phenomenon
and a vital space that reveals the flexibility, boundaries, and expressive potential
of the Arabic linguistic system.

Relying on textual analysis of the Kitab, particularly the chapter "Ma Yuhtamilu
al-Shi'r" (What Poetry Permits), the research clarifies how Sibawayh did not
treat poetry as a deviation from the norm, but rather as a distinct linguistic system
governed by its own principles of adherence to rules (istigamah). The analysis
reveals that this poetic system functions as a linguistic laboratory where the
extreme possibilities of the language are tested. This makes poetry a fundamental
soudrce for building grammatical theory, not merely a repository of exceptional
evidence.

Keywords: Sibawayh, al-Kitab (The Book), Poetry, Poetic License (al-Darirah
al-Shi ‘riyyah), Arabic Grammar (al-Nahw al- ‘Arabi).
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