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Abstract: )

This research paper aims to explore the features of myth criticism as a literary
aﬁproach that emerged in the_earl%/ twentieth century, drawing upon a range of
philosophical and epistemological foundations, the most prominent of them: Carl
Jung’s theory of the collective unconscious and archetypes as articulated within
analytical psychology, the insights of cultural anthropology as represented in the
\(/:vork_s of James Frazer and Edward Tylor, and the symbolic philosophy of Ernst

assirer.

The research concludes that myth criticism has succeeded in
offering profound interpretive keys for literary discourse by interrogbating its
symbolic and mythological structures. However, this approach has not been free
of theoretical and methodological shortcomings, including a tendency toward
unverifiable speculative thought, a neglect of aesthetic dimensions and individual
greativity in texts, and at times, an association with questionable ideological

lases.

Based on these limitations, myth criticism remains a fertile
framework for understandingliterature in its relationship with myth and symbol.
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Nonetheless, it requires methodological refinement and a more pluralistic
interpretive outlook that respects textual particularities and creative singularity.

Keywords: Myth; Myth criticism ; Collective Unconscious; Archetypes; Cultural
Anthropology; Literary Symbol.
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