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Abstract:

This study falls within the field of semiotic-pragmatic research, focusing on the
symbolic representation of the donkey in contemporary Arab cultural discourse.
Unlike previous academic theses that approached the image of the donkey from
thematic or purely semiotic perspectives, this paper adopts a pragmatic discourse
analysis methodology to explore the dynamic and argumentative functions of the
animal symbol. The research reveals how the donkey's meaning has evolved from
a mere humorous or mythological figure to a culturally loaded sign capable of
deconstructing hegemonic discourses and exposing mechanisms of social and
political dominance. The study highlights the interplay between the donkey
symbol and Eopular imagination, media discourse, and political caricature,
emphasizing the dialectical relationship between context and symbol, sender and
receiver. Furthermore, it seeks to trace the various ways this symbol contributes
to shaping critical awareness, whether in literary texts or in different
communication fields. By doing so, the research establishes a new analytical
horizon that expands the scope of interpretation and connects symbolic rhetoric
with discourse strategies in contemporary Arab culture.
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