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Abstract:

This study seeks to uncover the manifestations of the critique of Arab
modernity in the thought of Faisal Darraj, as one of the most prominent critics
concerned with analyzing the trajectories of the Arab modernist project and
assessing its premises and outcomes. Darraj articulated his critical vision of
modernity through a range of his books, articles, and intellectual dialogues,
pausing in particular at emblematic experiences that contributed to shaping Arab
modernist consciousness—most notably the Enlightenment-oriented experience of
Taha Hussein and the poetic and intellectual project of Adonis.

Darraj also undertook a tracing of the historical trajectory of Arab modernity,
from the initial encounter with the West marked by the emergence of the press and
colonial campaigns, to the impact of Arab setbacks in confrontation with Zionism.
In doing so, he analyzed the intellectual and political contexts that generated
modernist discourse, clarifying the motives that led Arab elites to adopt modernity
in its early stages. Furthermore, he examined the manifestations of intellectual
division between currents supportive of modernity and others opposed to it,
relating these divisions to the complexity of Arab social and political structures.
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