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Abstract:

The concept of comparison has long been a key framework in literary
criticism, providlnP the means to understand the relationships among texts,
literatures, and cultures. However, the epistemological shifts that have marked
the second half of the twentieth century have moved comparison from the domain
of literary texts to that of cultural discourses. Thus, the focus of comparison has
shifted from form and style to meaning, representation, and power. This study
examines the methodological transformation introduced by comparative cultural
criticism by analyzing the transition from the text to the discourse, and by
identifying the theoretical foundations that redefined the subject of comparison in
literary studies.

The research adopts an analytical and critical approach based on the
theories of Michel Foucault, Edward Said, Stuart Hall, Susan Bassnett, and
Abdullah al-Ghadhami, and includes applied examples showing how comparison
has evolved from the study of influence.

Keywords: Comparative Cultural Criticism — Text — Discourse —
Representation — Power — Identity — Postcolonialism.
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