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Epidemic Narrative and the Aesthetics of Novelistic
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Abstract: ) )

This study explores epidemic narrative in Waciny Laredj’s Laylat
Ramada from an aesthetic-narratological perspective, focusing on narrative
experimentation shaped by the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on
restructurln% the narrative framework. It examines how the epidemic
transforms from a mere contextual event into a semantic and symbolic
structure, reflectinghhistorical, social, and cultural dimensions of the human
experience during the crisis. The study also analyzes the role of digital spaces
and reader interaction in deconstructing narrative linearity and reshapin
reception. Findings show that the epidemic functions as an aesthetic an
intellectual tool, revealing human fragility and the evolving nature of
contemporary Arabic narrative.

Keywords: Epidemic narrative; reception horizon; narrative experimentation;
digital interaction; Semantic Structure.
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