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Abstact :

The city of Antioch is one of the most important cities in the ancient history
of Syria. In the Hellenistic period, it was the capital of the Seleucids, and in the
Roman era its importance increased until it became the third most important city
in the Roman Empire after Rome and Alexandria thanks to its location, political
and economic role.

As for Palmyra, in addition to its economic and commercial role, its political
role became more prominent during the third century when the Roman Empire
became unable to defend its eastern states against the Persians Sassanian by
enabling the Odaenathus to repel them, and he became the king of the east .

After his death, his wife Zenobia came in authority and took over the custody
of her son Vaballathus. Her expansion northward in Minor Asia and southward
in Egypt what made Emperor Aurelianus decide to move eastward to put an end
to her ambitions.

key words: Roman Syria; Antioch ; Palmyra ; The Roman period
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