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Abstract:

Representative democracy has faced increasing criticism due to
the limited participation of citizens in local decision-making and the
emergence of dysfunctions in the management of local communities.
This has prompted many countries to adopt new mechanisms aimed
at enhancing citizens’ participation in public affairs. In this context,
both Algeria and Tunisia have moved toward consolidating the
principle of participatory democracy as a means of broadening
citizens’ involvement in local governance. This orientation became
evident through the 2016 Algerian constitutional amendment and the
2014 Tunisian Constitution, which established the constitutional
foundation for participatory democracy. Subsequently, legal texts
reinforced this approach through several mechanisms, including
consultation, the right to participate in local council meetings, and the
right of access to information.

This study aims to examine the constitutional and legal
foundations of participatory democracy in Algeria and Tunisia, while
highlighting its role in strengthening local governance and improving
the quality of public decision-making. It also seeks to analyze the
main mechanisms adopted to ensure citizens’ participation in the
management of local public affairs.

Keywords: Participatory Democracy; Local Governance;
Maghreb Countries.
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