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Abstract:

This study highlights the urgent need for the Muslim Ummah to
reclaim the values upon which the earliest generations of Islam were
founded through emulation of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) and his Companions. Such a need has become
increasingly pressing in light of the manifestations of deviation that
have contributed to the weakening of the Ummah and exposed it to
the aggression of other nations. Among the strategies employed by
adversaries of Islam has been the systematic attempt to undermine
the credibility of authoritative transmitters of the Prophetic tradition,
foremost among them Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him), who has been the target of sustained criticism and allegations,
both in classical and modern times. Since questioning his reliability
ultimately entails questioning the authenticity of the Prophetic
Sunnah itself, this study addresses a central research problem: Why
has Abu Hurayrah been singled out for criticism? Moreover, does his
extensive transmission of Hadith, despite the relatively short duration
of his companionship with the Prophet (peace be upon him),
constitute a valid basis for challenging his reliability, scholarship,
and juristic competence?

The significance of this topic stems from the status of the Sunnah
as the second principal source of Islamic legislation, as well as from
the distinguished position of Abu Hurayrah as one of the most
prolific narrators of Hadith. It also arises from the necessity of
critically examining and refuting the misconceptions raised against
him. The study aims to defend the Prophetic Sunnah and its
transmitters by selecting the Hadith concerning al-Musarrah as a
representative case study. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach, the research is structured around three main themes:
establishing the status of the Sunnah and the Companions, addressing
the allegations directed against Abu Hurayrah, and conducting an
analytical examination of the Hadith of al-Musarrah. The study
concludes that the relatively brief period of Abu Hurayrah’s
companionship with the Prophet does not in any way contradict the
abundance of his Hadith transmissions. Rather, the accusations

leveled against him are unfounded claims that ultimately seek to
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undermine the credibility of exemplary figures within the Islamic
tradition.

Keyword: Abu Hurayrah, Prophetic Sunnah, Misconceptions,
Hadith
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