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Abstract:

This research paper aims to highlight the significance of Islamic
Sufism in Orientalist studies, focusing on the Orientalist Annemarie
Schimmel as a prominent model, given her extensive expertise in
Eastern studies, her status as one of the few women who took interest
in Islamic Sufism, and her recognition as the doyenne of German
Orientalism.

The study adopts both the descriptive-analytical approach and, in
some sections, the critical approach. The findings indicate that, from
Schimmel’s perspective, Sufism represents the essence of spiritual
and moral life in Islam, while affirming its authenticity and roots in
the Qur’an and Prophetic tradition, and rejecting any foreign
influences therein, and that her approach is highly objective in
defending the independence of Islamic mysticism, while critically
noting that her explanation of Orientalist bias as merely due to
limited Arabic sources does not account for all ideologically driven
interpretations.

Keyword: Sufism, Orientalism, Schimmel.
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