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Abstract:

This article examines the manuscript of Habbat al-Mahabba (The
Seed of Love) by Aziz Mahmud Huday1 (d.1038 AH/1628 CE; b.948
AH/1541 CE). The treatise Habbat al-Mahabba is considered one of
the most significant works authored by the Shaykh. It falls within the
scope of Sufism, which is concerned with the purification and
spiritual cultivation of the soul, guiding it on the path to God. It is
therefore unsurprising that the treatise addresses the theme of love for
God Almighty, His Messenger (peace be upon him), and the noble
members of the Prophet’s household (Ahl al-Bayt). What further
elevates the value and distinction of this treatise is its concise form
and smooth, accessible style. The author deliberately chose a clear
and simple mode of expression, enriching the content with illustrative
anecdotes and parables. The treatise is structured into three main
sections: the first deals with love for God Almighty; the second is
dedicated to love for the Messenger of God (peace be upon him); and
the third and final section focuses on love for the Prophet and his
pure household (may God be pleased with them all). In conclusion,
the author emphasizes the necessity of realizing this love within the
heart, as it is through such love that the seeker attains spiritual benefit
and ascends the ranks of the spiritual path.

For the critical edition of this treatise, |1 will rely on four
manuscript copies, following established scholarly methods of textual
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verification. This includes collating the four versions and assigning
symbols to each one. The Hact Selim Aga manuscript is labeled as
(A), the Beyazid copy as (B), the Stleymaniye copy as (C), and the
Kastamonu Library copy as (D). The oldest among these manuscripts
has been selected as the base text, namely the Hac1 Selim Aga copy,
which was transcribed in 1036 AH two years before the author’s
death. This critical edition has yielded several key results. Chief
among them is the confirmation of the manuscript’s attribution to
Aziz Mahmid Hudayi. Moreover, it reveals the Shaykh’s deep
awareness of the significance of love for God, His Messenger, and
the Prophet’s noble family. By dedicating a separate treatise to this
subject and adopting a simplified style, he clearly sought to make this
profound spiritual theme accessible to both the general public and the
spiritual elite.

Keywords: Aziz Mahmud Hudai, The Habbeti'l-Mahabbe,
Sufis, Ahl al-Bayt, Love.
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