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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the Qur'anic foundation of sign
language by analyzing Qur'anic texts that reference non-verbal modes
of communication, such as gestures and silence. It examines the
concept of "sign" (isharah) in the Qur'an and its function as an
alternative means of communication when speech is hindered, as
Illustrated in the stories of Prophet Zechariah (peace be upon him)
and Qabil (Cain) with the crow. The study demonstrates how these
texts can serve as an epistemological basis to support modern sign
language as a legitimate form of human communication. Employing
a textual analytical method, the research opens new perspectives for
rooting the use of sign language within a Qur'anic and value-based
framework. Furthermore, it critiques the neglect of religious texts
(the Qur’an and Sunnah) in most Western studies on sign
languages—an oversight that has led to incomplete narratives lacking
spiritual and historically revelatory dimensions. The study calls for a
holistic conceptualization of sign language in light of the Qur'anic
worldview.

Keywords: Qur’anic foundation; sign language; nonverbal
visual interaction.
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