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Abstract:

After the First World War, the National Movement took a new turn in which
Sudanese began to have consciousness of their identity and their national belonging. This
consciousness was increasing among a society ruled by colonial regime .

Interior effects were aside of external influences. There was a conflict between
Britain and Egypt the two sides ruling Sudan in which Egypt was seemingly a partner
of rule. Moreover, Egypt was under British control and had linguistic, religious and
trade links with Sudan that were missing factors for Britain. The Egyptian influence
can be traced back to the revolution of 1919 that made a great impact on the Sudanese
national movement. Where the Sudanese became more aware of the plans of the British
administration intended in Sudan.

The role of education was basically directed to create a new elite that aimed to make
an end to tribal division and religious conflicts. It encouraged also nationalism among
the components of the Sudanese society.

British policies in Sudan had a deep impact on the appearance of national movement
and its growth and spread among the students who were looking for a new union tie.
These happened mainly after the end of the first world war. But their continuous efforts
allowed them to oblige British administration to allow the founding of the first club for
graduates in Omdurman in the summer of 1918.

After the success of the 1919, “The graduates’ activities begun to spread. They
focused their efforts on the establishment of secret cells with limited cell members. These
later had a significant impact on the expansion of national consciousness in Sudan. The
teachers had also their voice through “the literary, social and political alumni club.”

“The White Flag league” succeeded to deliver its ideas to military institutions,
professional associations and other classes. This association could penetrate among the
Sudanese people with all of its sects. In the foreign side; the White Flag made a triumph
by assimilating the Egyptian government through its logo and flag and principles. As a
result, the activists of the White Flag were faced to double oppression by the British
administration and some Sudanese like the heads of some religious sects and Cheikhs of
some tribes. Furthermore, the association was a matter of attacks by “ElHadara-the
civilization” newspaper.

Egypt also competed Britain in earning Sudanese nationalism profiting of the
religious relations and cultural ties between the two nations that made the weakness of
the British administration .

The Egyptian propaganda played an important role in the creation of new opinion
and new discourse opposing British discourse. This propaganda has awakened the people
of Sudanese who gained a political influence by the time.
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It was the evolution of the Egyptian nationalism that had its impact on its similar
movement in Sudan. When the Egyptian leaders proclaimed for the freedom of Egypt
and Sudan, the members of the White Flag League were influenced by these ideas. As a
result the echo of this call found a place in Sudan especially in the strikes and
protestation against the colonial regime and its authorities.

“The White Flag league” called for making end to the British government abuse and
confronting its oppression and claiming the rights of Sudanese people.
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