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A Study of Narrative Time in Gérard Genette’s Theory in The Thief and the Dogs
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Abstract:

Article info

Gérard Genette, the prominent French narratologist, introduced one of the most comprehensive
models for the analysis of narrative texts through his theory of narrative time. He considers time to
be the most significant element in the progression of narrative and examines it through three main
categories: order, duration, and frequency. The Thief and the Dogs by Naguib Mahfouz is one of
the most distinguished contemporary Arabic novels in which the element of time plays a prominent
role within the narrative structure. The present study seeks, based on Genette’s theory of narrative
time and using a descriptive-analytical method, to investigate the extent to which the temporal
elements of this theory are manifested in The Thief and the Dogs. The findings of the study indicate
that the most prominent disruption of chronological sequence in the novel is represented by
flashback and the protagonist’s repeated return to memories of the past, which plays a major role
in explaining Saeed Mahran’s psychological crisis. In terms of duration, Naguib Mahfouz employs
descriptive pause and scenic narration to slow down the pace of the narrative, create atmosphere,
and reveal the inner states of the characters. Furthermore, in the category of frequency, the repetitive
recurrence of certain events and memories emphasizes the protagonist’s feelings of anxiety, pursuit,
betrayal, and defeat.
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