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Abstract

Article info

This research examines the representations of the city of Samarra in the
poetry of Muhammad Hussein Ali Al-Sagheer, as an aesthetic and spiritual
space embodying the conflict between the sacred and the profane. The study
focuses on how the poet transforms the city into living symbols, where
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Samarra appears not merely as a geographical location but as a semantic Keywords:
entity carrying multiple layers of signification. Sacred Samarra emerges v" Contemporary
through the shrine of the Two Askari Imams (peace be upon them), which Arabic Poetry
the poet portrays as a source of light, guidance, and refuge from the tyranny v' Samarra

of rulers, as well as a benchmark for spiritual values. In contrast, profane v" The Two
Samarra is represented by the palaces of the Abbasids ("Diyar al-Khulafa"), Askari Imams
symbolizing oppression, arrogance, and inevitable demise. Through a v" Muhammad
descriptive-analytical approach, the research reveals how the poet employs Hussein Al-
this dichotomy to construct a philosophical vision in which divine and Sagheer
religious values triumph over forces of tyranny and corruption, emphasizing

the immortality of the sacred despite attempts at destruction—such as the

bombing of the shrines, which the poet depicts as a desperate act incapable

of erasing the eternal message.
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