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With the social and cultural changes that marRed the twentieth century, feminism | Received
emerged, placing women’s rights at the center of its struggle and concerns. Activists of 27/09/2025
this movement gave notable attention to the novel, viewing it as an effective medium Accepted
Sfor expressing demands and transmitting voices. As this call expanded, it reached 20/10/2025
various Arab countries and, by the end of the century, appeared in Yemen with the rise
of the feminist novel. Because of its significance, feminist writing attracted [iterary Keywords.
criticism, though most studies focused on narrative language and the main text, often v’ textual thresholds
overlooking paratexts such as titles, dedications, prefaces, quotations, and covers. Since v’ narrative structure
Genette’s classification, however, these components have gained value as meaningful V' Gérard Genette
gateways shaping the first impressions of reading. Motivated by the need to employ v Houriya AL
every possible channel to voice long-silenced experiences, feminist writers did not neglect Iryani
any threshold of their works. Building on this, the present study adopts a descriptive- V' Kfiadra novel
analytical method to examine both external and internal paratexts and their relation to
Sfeminist discourse in Khadra by Huriya al-Iryani. The novel addresses central issues
facing Yemeni women, including violence, oppression, social exclusion, and identity. The
study seeks to reveal how these paratexts fulfill their functions according to Genette’s
framework, which treats them as essential rather than marginal. Findings indicate that
the paratexts in Khadra created a parallel meaning system, reinforcing feminist identity
and guiding readers toward understanding women’s struggles in Yemeni society. Among
the most important topics addressed in the research are the title threshold and its
Sfunctions, the front and back, cover, as well as the threshold of the preface and the
opening.
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