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- Summary:

The resistance orchestrated by Emir Abdelkader represents
a critical and transformative episode within Algerian history,
one that has garnered significant attention from French
historians over numerous eras. These historians’
interpretations of this pivotal struggle exhibit substantial
diversity, influenced by varying methodologies and ideological
inclinations. Among notable contributors, Alexandre Bellemare
meticulously examined Abdelkader’s political and military
activities in his comprehensive study, Abdelkader: His Political
and Military Life. In contrast, Paul Azan focused on
documenting the principal battles between Abdelkader’s
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forces and the French military.

Similarly, Léon Roches, in his reflective account Thirty-Two
Years Through Islam, offered detailed observations concerning
the Emir’s character, leadership attributes, and personal
virtues. General Daumas further enriched this historiographical
tradition with his extensive correspondence, which has since
become a crucial primary source for French scholarship on the
subject. Collectively, these works underscore the profound
significance of Emir Abdelkader’s resistance against the
dominance of a European colonial power and elucidate the
broader ideological currents that have shaped French
historiographical approaches. Initially, much of the scholarship
produced by French historians was steeped in colonial
paradigms and military narratives, reflecting the socio-political
dynamics of imperial expansion. Nonetheless, intellectual
shifts during the twentieth century ushered in more rigorous
academic scrutiny, resulting in a reassessment of Abdelkader’s
legacy.

This later historiography shifted the focus toward viewing
him not merely as a militant leader but as a visionary
statesman and an architect of national identity, firmly
anchored in principles of governance and anticolonial
resistance. This research endeavors to analyze a selection of
seminal historiographical accounts written by French
historians that examine Emir Abdelkader’s resistance.

The study critically engages with their methodological
approaches, explores their underlying ideological frameworks,
and evaluates their overall depiction of this multifaceted
historical figure. Through this analysis, it seeks to address a
central question: To what extent has French historiography
succeeded in providing an objective and nuanced
representation of Emir Abdelkader’s dual role as a leader of
armed resistance and a proponent of national sovereignty?

- Keywords:

French Historiography ; Emir Abdelkader ; Colonial Discourse ;
Algerian Resistance ; Historical Narratives ; National Identity
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(Les Correspondances du Capitaine Daumas)

« Aujourd’hui que ma mission est terminée, je viens vous
demander de régulariser ma position... si je doit étre rappelé, je
préférerais I'étre plus tot que plus tard trouvant juste de ne pas
supporter davantage les désagréments d’une position qui ne
m’appartiendra pas »%°.

%)Lo&lw)” Z\Ae.nj\ Aa.y.b (Bugeaud) d\j\.‘z)\ G,agi WS
B dz9550])
« Il Faut qu’il connaisse les moeurs des arabes et leur
langue... vous ferez bien de lui parler souvent du pacha
d’Egypte, qui vit entouré d’un grand nombre de francais et qui

marche rapidement vers une grande puissance et une grande
;o ., 21
prospérité »“",
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Georges Yver: « les documents officiels ne détaillent pas

toujours les méthodes de communication, ce qui impose la
prudence dans I'interprétation des données »*2.
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« la réputation du docteurs commence a s’étendre : les

malades affluent et, partout , on vante notre humanité. Le

docteur a parlé de vaccine et beaucoup d’enfants Iui ont été

présenter » 2.
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