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French military campaigns in the Alderian Sahara, 1845-1854
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Algeria suffered from the
worst  kind of modern
European colonialism, which
used all means and methods

to dominate the Algerian
people and erase their
national identity (language,
religion, customs and
traditions, etc.). It worked to
keep Algerian citizens
ignorant and impoverished,
and deprived them of
participation in the
governance and

administration of their
country. This was evident in
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its colonial policy in the early
years of the occupation
(1830-1840), during which
French colonialism focused on
establishing its presence in

Algeria by tightening its
control over the coastal
regions and subjecting them
to its military authority,

despite the valiant national
resistance of the Algerian
people against French
occupation between 1830 and
1847.

After gaining control of the

coastal areas, French
colonialism turned its
attention to the southern

regions of Algeria. This ugly
trend manifested itself in the
form of incursions into the
interior of Algeria, with
repeated military attempts to
control  southern  Algeria
through numerous projects,
including military
reconnaissance projects
aimed at controlling the
entire  national territory,
discovering its resources in
the southern part, and
exploiting them to serve its
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interest in southern Algeria, |
found three important French
sources that address the
subject, considering that they
were active in these
exploratory military
campaigns between 1845 and
1854. First among these is the
book ‘The Algerian Desert’ by
Marshal Duc de Dumas. The
second is the book ‘General
Caffiniac's Campaign in the
Algerian Desert’ by Félix Jacot,
and the third is the book ‘The
French in the Desert — Diary
of a Campaign on the Algerian
Desert Border’ by Colonel
Tromley.

What was the nature of these
campaigns? What historical
information do these three
sources provide us with about
the beginning of French
interest in the Algerian
Sahara? How did the French
view the Algerian Sahara
during this period? What
methods and means did the
French administration employ
during its presence in the
Algerian Sahara? How did the
Algerian people respond to
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this presence and these
mechanisms? What were
their effects on Algerian
society?
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