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The law glorifying French colonialism
and the different reactions to it
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- Summary: gaddal! —

One of the thorny and
serious issues that have been
the subject of intense debate
and differing opinions
between Algerians and the
French is the issue of Law No.
158 of 23 February 2005,
which was approved by the
French National Assembly
and published in the Official
Gazette the following day,
24/02/2005. This law relates
to the ‘positive’ role of the
French presence in former
colonies and obliges
educational and university
institutions to instil in French
students  through  history
lessons the conviction that the
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French  presence in the
colonies, especially in North
Africa, was positive and

humanitarian, even going so
far as to consider that
colonialism  contributed to
‘educating’ the peoples that
France entered and preventing
all the colonies from being
conquered by the French.
Therefore, the already tense
political relations between the
two countries have been
further muddied by the
existence of some outstanding
issues that have not been
resolved, such as the issue of
the archives that France still
retains and refuses to hand
over, and the issue of the
victims of nuclear explosions,
among others. This has
hindered the signing of the
friendship treaty between the
two countries, because
Algerians believe that the
push to respect the memory of
the Algerian people must
precede any talk of a
friendship treaty. What is the
position of the French and
Algerian sides on this law?
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