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A psychological-social reading of the May 1945 massacres
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- Summary: - addelf —
Historians ~ are  almost | J e s waiall olSs of aons
unanimous that "the

November 1954 Revolution
was born on May 8, 1945", in
other words, the massacres
occurring on this last date had
created a favorable context for
the genesis of the November
1954 Revolution, which will
put an end to the long colonial
night.

Based on this postulate, the
present study tends to shed
light on the socio-
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psychological mechanisms at
the origin of such an
unprecedented turning point.
First, by situating the
aforementioned massacres
within the framework of the

dynamics of the social
structures that made them
possible, then, by going

beyond the classic reading of
events for the sake of a
process of understanding, in
particular by making the
connection between the said
massacres and the
phenomenon of "the rise of
hopes quickly and brutally
disappointed”  which  had
characterized the last years of
the Second World War in
Algeria.
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Algeria during World War II;
the massacres of May 8, 1945;
the revolution of November 1,
1954; social differentiation;
disappointed hopes.
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