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Abstract:

The current study analyses in detail the significance of the city of Rachgoun (Arscoel),
examining its role and status based on historical sources and geographical texts. The aim is to
understand the importance the city gained by possessing strong economic and geographical
foundations, which anchored it deeply in history. Its strategic location made it a target for
colonial powers since ancient times and a crossroads for land and sea routes, granting it vital
commercial, economic, and military dynamism.

Its history spans from ancient times with the establishment of Siga and Takembrit,

through Arscoel and its status during the Islamic Middle Ages, up to Rachgoun and its

contribution to the liberation of the nation and the recovery of national sovereignty,
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beginning with the popular armed resistance and culminating in the national movement and
the liberation revolution.

Keywords: Siga; Takembrit; Arscoel; Leila Island; Central Maghreb; Ain Témouchent;
Bouhamidi El-Welhasy.
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