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How does the camera expresses the director’s artistic vision: a semiotic study of
the expressive elements of cinematic language in the film "La Maison Jaune” by
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Abstract: The process of filmmaking relies on employing a set of expressive

elements of the cinematic language (shor scale, camera angles, camera

movements) so thar the director translates his artistic vision of the film into a
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sequence of shots and scenes arranged in a logically coherent way for these
elements within the film’s narrative. The editing (montage) then weds these
elements rogether to weave the cinematic story. In this research paper, we aim to
deconstruct the various expressive elements that director Amor Hakar relied on
in the making of his acclaimed film La Maison Jaune, a work that has garnered

multiple international awards.

Using a semiotic analysis of the film, drawing on the theoretical perspectives of Roland
Barthes and Christian Metz, we arrived at the following findings: At the opening of the film,
the director employed descriptive shots that capture the natural decor of the public space in
which the narrative unfolds (plan Général) as well as the establishing shot (plan de position).
These choices facilitated the exposure of the central characters and the roles they perform,
reflecting a directing approach that is well established among leading filmmakers worldwide.
Lighting played a crucial role in producing visual aesthetics on the one hand and in

deepening the film’s dramatic dimension on the other.

Keywords: The camera, The director’s artistic vision, The language of cinema, Semiotics.
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