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Algeria during the Ottoman Empire as seen through the memoirs of American consul

William Shaller (Reflections on society, customs and traditions)
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Abstract:

Algeria was under Ottoman rule for nearly three centuries or more, and was a semi-autonomous province; It
experienced remarkable development in various fields, including economic, political, and social, and
especially military. However, its foreign relations were independent and not represented by Turkey. For
example, relations between Algeria and the United States strengthened after Algeria recognized American
independence from Britain. At that time, Algeria was the ruler of the Mediterranean Sea, imposing royalties
on ships passing through its waters in exchange for protecting them from maritime piracy, which made it the
target of many naval campaigns, even from the United States itself, which had always supported it and
protected its ships. This led to a war between Algeria and America, albeit without fighting. Algeria seized
American ships in the Mediterranean and captured a group of prisoners, and Algeria negotiated directly with

America over their extradition.
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