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Abstract:

Tlemcen, during the Zayyanid period, was not merely a political capital fulfilling an
administrative role as the seat of power; it also emerged as a prominent intellectual center in
the Islamic West. It gathered the essential elements of intellectual and cultural renaissance
under the patronage of the Zayyanid rulers, who gave great attention to scholars, jurists, and
literary figures. This environment transformed the city into a destination for students of

knowledge from various Islamic regions.
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This study aims to highlight the status of Tlemcen as a scientific and cultural hub
during the Zayyanid era by examining examples of scholars who arrived in Tlemcen, and
students who settled there and later became prominent scholars and teachers. These
individuals played an active role in the city’s intellectual, political, and judicial life, thanks to
the scholarly atmosphere provided by Tlemcen, which served as both a political center and a

vibrant cultural space connected to the major Islamic capitals.
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