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The Revolutionary Cinema of Lakhdar Hamina:
From Portraying the Struggle to International Acclaim
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Abstract: The political leadership of the Algerian Revolution, led by Abbane Ramdane,
realized the importance of the image as a means of resistance against French colonialism,
which had been among the first to employ cinema as a propaganda tool to distort the reality
of the Algerian struggle abroad. In order to counter this misleading discourse, the need arose
for documentary films characterized by credibility in presenting the Algerian cause.

Among those who carried the camera as one would carry a rifle on the front lines of the
revolution was Mohammed Lakhdar Hamina, one of the most prominent pioneers of
revolutionary Algerian cinema, who devoted the image to serving as a militant tool that

expressed the suffering of Algerians and conveyed it to the world. His experience with the

film Yasmina, co-directed with Djamel Chanderli, represents a model of this approach, as the
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film was screened at the United Nations, placing France in an awkward position before the
eyes of international public opinion, which gained a clearer understanding of what was truly
happening in Algeria.

Keywords:

Cinema; Revolutionary Cinema; Revolutionary Cinema in Algeria; Lakhdar Hamina.
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