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Abstract:
The popular poem "Malhun” titled "Tell me about your suffering, it will make me forget
mine," narrates and preserves the memory of a historical event in Algeria during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. This poem challenges the colonial discourse propagated by French

army officers and accompanying writers and historians. It highlights the relationship

between artistic creation and history, allowing the defeated to engage with history by filling
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the gaps left by the victorious in their narrative. Bouhana, the author of this poem, used
creativity to achieve what violence could not. The study explores the connection between
artistic creation and history through poetic texts and oral accounts collected from the

historical event's site in Ouled Djellal, northeastern Sahara,

Keywords: Artistic Creativity; Literary Creativity; Outlaws; Sahara Atlas
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