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Abstract:

The topic of this study originates from a structural approach to leprosy, aiming to explore
the foundational discourses and representations of the disease within the Islamic western
society. The physical transformations induced by leprosy necessitated corresponding
perceptions, both conscious and unconscious, that revealed the transformations experienced
by this disease; it transitioned from being the antithesis of health and a physical disorder to a

social and cultural concept reflecting the values, beliefs, mentalities, sentiments, and

behavioral patterns of the society.
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In this context, leprosy acquired multiple meanings, becoming a persistent ailment and
malady in medical discourse, while it transformed into a trial and blessing in religious
narratives. This perspective was utilized in the mystical experiences of saints, aligning their
experiences with the prophetic tradition of enduring trials. From a jurisprudential viewpoint,
this perspective challenged legal theories, prompting reconsideration and debate.
Concurrently, other stereotypical images persisted, cemented by popular representation,
which regarded leprosy as bad luck and a moral punishment.

Keywords; Leprosy; West; ; Islamic; Discourse; Representation.
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