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Description and Interpretation of Phonological Changes in the Djelfa
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Abstract —
This study aims to examine the L il ) o) e e
phonological features of the Djelfa =L b> ) : ?

dialect, a contemporary Arabic variety
widely spoken in central Algeria. The
dialect was chosen due to the
researcher's belonging to the region
and its notable proximity to Classical
Arabic and ancient Arabic dialects.

The research  investigates  key
phonological ~ processes—such  as
substitution, assimilation, and

metathesis—seeking to uncover how
they reflect the natural course of
linguistic evolution in Arabic.

The study concludes that the Djelfa
dialect preserves several phonetic
phenomena that illustrate the ongoing
internal development of the Arabic
language. It also reveals significant
overlaps with ancient Arabic dialects,

supporting the dialect's historical
authenticity. Many of these
phonological ~ changes  are not

deviations from Classical Arabic but
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rather natural extensions of phonetic
laws, which the dialect shares with
other contemporary Arabic Varieties,
affirming its relevance in the broader
landscape of  modern  Arabic
dialectology.
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