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Abstract: This study examines Trace Theory as a key concept in
transformational-generative grammar, explaining deletion and movement
by assuming that every omitted element leaves a structural or semantic trace
in the deep structure. It explores the theory’s conceptual roots in the Arabic
grammatical tradition, where notions such as governance, deletion, and
underlying reconstruction were used to account for structural relations and
silent elements. Through a descriptive and comparative approach, the study
highlights how classical Arabic grammar anticipated core insights later
formalizedingenerativelinguistics,concludingthatthe foundational intuitions
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of Trace Theory have substantive precedents in the Arabic linguistic
heritage.

Keywords: Trace; Transformational-Generative Grammar; Deletion; Deep
Structure; Arabic Linguistic Heritage.
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