81579 Gy ) dalll dde

93 —67 o (2025 o) 02 :suadt /130
Journal of Arabic Language and Literature

Ao glilly dypbly bzt LIE (3 Bel B 18l Olandl 831 add & gl ptYI i)

Ideological Description in Ghada al-Samman’s Short Stories: An
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Abstract
This study explores the pivotal role of literary description as an ideological
vehicle in Ghada al-Samman’s short stories, through an analytical reading
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that foregrounds the manifestations of a central conceptual triad: belonging,
identity, and resistance. It proceeds from the hypothesis that description in
al-Samman’s work transcends mere visual depiction or aesthetic
embellishment, functioning instead as an active ideological mechanism
through which the author articulates her critical vision of Arab reality—
particularly regarding issues of womanhood, war, exile, and freedom. The
methodology relies on a narratological-ideological analysis of selected
descriptive passages from key short story collections, including Al-Qamar
al-Murabba“ (The Square Moon), Gharba Tahta al-Sifr (Exile Below Zero),
and Rihil al-Marafi’ al-Qadima (Departure from Ancient Ports). The study
concludes that description in al-Samman’s fiction constitutes a resistant
space that moves beyond subjective documentation toward social critique.
Within this space, descriptive symbols are strategically deployed to affirm
national belonging, deconstruct a marginalized feminine identity, and
construct a resistant discourse that rejects submission to patriarchal
structures, occupation, or cultural marginalization. Consequently, the short
story ceases to be a passive mirror of reality and becomes, instead, a
conscious instrument for reshaping consciousness and engendering change.
Keywords: Literary description, ideology, national belonging, feminist
identity, resistance, Ghada al-Samman.
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