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Abstract

We must agree on a controversial fact. There is no person who
leaves his motherland and birthplace to live in another country that is
culturally, socially and religiously foreign to him except out of
necessity, whether we agree or not on that necessity. The exile, whether
his departure stems from a personal decision, or was forced by the
pressure of the ruling political authority. As soon as he leaves the
boundaries of his religious, social or cultural sphere, which in its
entirety represents his identity that expresses his being and his vision of
the world. He develops an obsession and anxiety that accompanies
every exile, no matter how different his or her circumstances in the
country of exile, which is the fear of dissolving that identity. Thus, what
are called defense mechanisms are generated in him, which compete to
fortify and protect him from assimilation into the receiving culture that
embraces him. Writing in this case is also a form of protection and
defense, which means that the exiled writer chooses the language for
residence instead of exile, as language constitutes an intimate refuge as
it allows the writer to rewrite the past as a structure that is culturally,
civilizationally, and aesthetically superior to the structure of exile.
Despite the cruelty and severity of the experience of exile, it adds many
combined negative and positive characteristics to the exiles’ view of the
world, people, and things. Exile intensifies the exile's sense of his
personal importance. His self magnifies, and the modest family home
in his memory turns into a magnificent palace, or the humble garden in
reality turns into a sprawling estate in memory and imagination. In this
regard, we raise a number of questions: What is the literature of exile?
How does the exile view the world with its cultural burden? This is done
through an analytical study of some of the narrations of our exiled Arab
writers in light of interdisciplinary studies.

Keywords: narrative, novel, exile literature, world view, actual
awareness, possible awareness.
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