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Linguistic characteristics of contemporary Himyar
dialects in Oman.
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Abstract:

This study is founded on the hypothesis that contemporary
Himyaritic dialects including Mehri, Harsusi, Hobyo6t and Shehri
dialects that share many common linguistic features to merit their
classification as contemporary dialects of the Himyarite language that
were widely spoken in the Southern Arabian region. The study is titled
“The Linguistic Features of the Contemporary Himyarite Dialects in
Oman” in a bid to answer the question: Do the contemporary dialects
of the Himyaritic language have common linguistic features? If yes,
what are the most significant of these features?
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The study also describes the properties of consonants and vowel sounds
and the grammatical and structural features of these dialects.

Important Findings: The contemporary dialects of the Himyaritic
languages in Oman have retained some of their ancient properties
including the phonetic features of the sounds /dh/ and /[/, both of them
are articulated bilaterally.

The threefold present tense verb in contemporary Himyaritic dialects is
not very much different from its counterpart versions in formal and in
formal Arabic dialects.

The contemporary dialects of the Himyaritic dialects in Oman
differentiate between males and females by adding [< : t] to feminine
noun.

The contemporary dialects of the Himyaritic dialects in Oman .1: a] as
a definite article

Key words.. Himyaritic dialects / The contemporary / Oman / European thought / meta-

critic
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