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Abstract:

Beni Messara and the Rebellion of Buhmara This article attempts to highlight the
contribution of the mountainous tribe of Beni Messara, situated in northern Morocco, to put
an end to the 1906-1909 rebellion of al-Jillai Zerhouni known as ‘Buhmara’. This rebellion,
which lasted for seven years (1902-1909), exhausted the Moroccan army and inflicted heavy
financiallosses on the State treasury. Despite this historic military event, the Beni Messara
tribe has been less studied by historians and researchers in general. So, being aware of this
remarkable military effort by the Beni Messara tribe in defense of the unity of Morocco as
well as paying homage to the lives of the Messari fighters, I am going to remind the current
generation of Beni Messara of the huge sacrifices and heroic struggles of their ancestors
against all subversive movements and false claims that targeted Morocco’s security and
stability. In fact, in this article, I have relied on a number of sources and documents related to
the period under study, as well as the oral narrative that has helped me clarify many of the
historical facts and correct some of the facts and events that accompanied the arrest of the
rebel ‘Buhmara’ in the aforementioned tribe.
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Centre des Archives Diplomatiques de Nantes, Direction des affaires indigenes,
Article IMA285, Maroc Protectorat, dossier: Notice sur les Beni Mestara, «Notice

sur la tribu Beni Messara (ou Mestara)», par officier interpréte Zemerli, 1913, p.10,
11.
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