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Abstract:

This study examines the scholarly interest of the French Orientalists Marcais and

A. Lamare in the cities of Tahert and Takaddamt as historically significant urban
centers. Their archaeological excavations produced valuable evidence on

Ghezali.abdelali@ensbechar.dz: i Jui s : gt gl )

2026 ole> (1)16 g hwsiall Jlgxdl | 125


mailto:Ghezali.abdelali@ensbechar.dz
mailto:Ghezali.abdelali@ensbechar.dz
mailto:Ghezali.abdelali@ensbechar.dz

Lz OLLS £g2 o dBU - ¢l ISSN (Onling): 2571-9742
wrdle sz SUES s5b e 2 e ISSN (Print) : 1112-945X

2026 gz 1 332 pidie wsbudl dexall ( el Mie I3 P
%
137 - 125 4o o v

DOI: 10.54242/1702-016-001-006

architectural remains and historical development. The Revue Africaine served as the
main academic outlet for disseminating these studies. This research critically
analyzes the archaeological data and excavation reports, highlighting attempts to
reconstruct the urban and architectural framework of the Rustamid polity in Tahert.
It further shows that archaeological activity in Algeria after the French occupation of
1830 was closely linked to the colonial project, as archaeology was used to
reinterpret Algerian history through a Western Orientalist perspective and to
legitimize colonial presence.
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