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The precious metal (gold) in the famous journey of the traveler and historian
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Abstract:

Gold is one of the ancient, valuable and precious metals throughout the ages
that humanity and man have known throughout the ages. Many scholars, historians
and travelers have mentioned it in history books, hisbah, notables, biographies and
many other books due to its importance. We researched the journey of Al-Lawati
entitled Ibn Battuta and his description of the precious metal represented by gold
around the world, especially India, China and Western Sudan starting from the
Maghreb. It is a valuable book that provided us with a lot of historical information,
including what he mentioned to us about this metal because it formed a basic
element to build for us the lifestyle of many societies he visited and highlighted its
many advantages.

It was not given much importance at that time due to its low value and it was
a widely available material in the time period that witnessed Ibn Battuta's journey,
but what caught the attention of the traveler was that some countries cared about its
uses in many things during daily life, and on religious occasions for Islamic
countries such as Eid al-Fitr, Eid al-Adha and the Prophet's birthday, and other
countries on their own occasions and visits and even in science circles. In our
research, we addressed this mysterious and historical aspect because, according to
the available information, previous research did not go to this type, so we shed light
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on this important source for its importance in filling the gap in the Algerian library
in particular and the Arab Islamic library in general, and there are other factors that
prompted the researcher to delve into this type of research because it is considered
the engine of the lives of societies, whether economically, politically or socially.

The study dealt with the travels of Ibn Battuta (1) and his description of the
search for many stations for the gold ore, whose names differed from one country to
another and its value changed from one region to another, and this description was
inspired by the observations of Ibn Battuta's travel in his book entitled (Tuhfat al-
Nazzar fi Ghara'ib al-Madar wa Aja'ib al-Asfar)--, which is a study in which the
researcher relied on his book with a descriptive study in which there is no
comparison with books and sources.  Ibn Battuta preserved for us a great heritage
of information and news about the countries of the world, including the Maghreb,
India, China and Western Sudan from the east of the world to ifs west.

Key Words:
precious metal; altun tas; tin; lady; luwati
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