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Abstract:

the formation of media audiences and to examine their
ability to explain user behavior in the contemporary digital
environment. It addresses the most prominent of these theories,
namely the Historical Event Theory, the Market Management
Theory, the Individual Differences Theory, the Functional
Theory, and the Socio-Cultural Interpretation Theory, while
analyzing their theoretical foundations and limitations in light of
the transformations brought about by digital platforms,
algorithms, and artificial intelligence.

The findings of the study indicate that the transition from
traditional mass media to the digital communication environment
has led to audience fragmentation, the emergence of specialized
interest groups, and the growing role of algorithms and the
attention economy in directing content exposure, which has
weakened the explanatory power of some classical theories. In
contrast, the Functional Theory and the Socio-Cultural Approach
have demonstrated a greater ability to explain modern media
behavior.

The study concludes by proposing a hybrid explanatory
model that integrates technological, behavioral and socio-cultural
dimensions in a manner consistent with the nature of the digital
user in the platform era.
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