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The Concept and Philosophy of Tax Justice Throughout History: Perspectives of
Thinkers and Social Classes
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Abstract: This article examines the historical and philosophical evolution of tax justice,
highlighting the perspectives of thinkers and the realities of different social classes throughout
history. It demonstrates how the concept of tax justice shifted from a conservative approach that
justified social hierarchies and preserved traditional structures, to a reformist vision aimed at
correcting socio-economic imbalances and achieving genuine equality among citizens. The paper
also reviews the foundational principles of tax justice, including horizontal and vertical equity,
universality, and proportionality, while emphasizing taxpayer protection guarantees within the fiscal
process. Contemporary approaches, such as the ability-to-pay and benefit principles, are analyzed
alongside legal, constitutional, and procedural safeguards that strengthen citizens’ trust in the tax
system. The study concludes that tax justice constitutes the moral and political cornerstone of any
fair and sustainable fiscal system, and that understanding its historical and philosophical
development is essential for designing effective and socially responsive tax policies.
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