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The privatization of public utilities has become a global
phenomenon, adopted by many countries regardless of their political
systems. Algeria, like others, faced challenges in managing its public
services. Pressured externally and internally, Algeria turned to privatization
to reduce state intervention, ease budget burdens, and meet public needs.
This shift has altered the traditional concept of public utilities.

This study examines the changes public utilities undergo after privatization
and explores the economic, legal, and social consequences. It also analyses
the impact on beneficiaries’ legal status and on the principles governing
public services. While privatization has produced both positive and
negative effects on classical public service principles, modern principles
have adapted to the changing role of utilities. Ultimately, privatization has
enhanced economic efficiency and promoted social justice under state
regulatory supervision.

Keywords: Privatization, Public Utility, Public Sector, Private Sector,
Transfer of Ownership, Principles of Public Service, Beneficiary.

Jel Classification Codes: H24, H55.
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