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The effectiveness of the symbol in ‘“The Secret Life of
Saeed: The Pessoptimist novel by Emile Habiby
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Abstract

The symbolic novel is that does not tell things directly and clearly, but refers to it with
signs that need analysis and interpretation by the reader, and the use of the symbol
in literature is an effective literary phenomenon used by literature to express reality
in an indirect and artistic way, to clarify the essence of life, and to reveal the facts of
reality that they cannot speak directly about. Emile Habibi is the great Palestinian
writer who combined literary creativity, political activism and journalism, and he was
one of the Palestinians who remained in their lands after the Nakba in 1948 and he
tries in his novels to present a vivid and realistic picture of what is happening in the
occupied lands and raised the slogans far away. To convey to us the suffering
endured by the Palestinians from the Israeli occupation. The novel of the pessimist is
considered one of his most important literary works, and it is a satirical novel written
by Habibi in three stages and has spread widely in the Arab world more than other
novels for many considerations, including: The importance of the messages and the
symbolic content it contains in addition to its ironic style, in which the external reality
is mixed with the psychological reality, and it is full of pictures The wonderful symbols
and full of imagination enabled my beloved to have a wide reception for his novel by
the audience. Which helped him influence his readers. The novelist was able through
these symbols to soften his expression of this unfortunate Palestinian reality. This
article seeks to study the symbol in the novel “The Strange Facts in the Life of Saeed
Abi Al-Nahs” based on the descriptive-analytical approach.

Keywords: The Symbol, The Palestinian Novel, Pessoptimist, Emile Habibi.
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