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Feminist versus patriarchal dominance in Rabiaa Jalti's novel

The Pine Club
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Abstract:

Feminist writing has become a quest for a broader horizon of freedom, where women can achieve
their lost balance between their inner selves and their social selves, between what they wish to express and
what remains unspoken. The novelist finds in narrative spaces imbued with her femininity and intellect a
means of confession that allows her to bridge the gap between the self (woman) and the world in all its
details. She carves out for women—as literary and intellectual entities—a place in the modern age, a place at
the table of men, especially when the feminine self is forced to be absent from the realities of contemporary
life with its perplexing political and social events. In a world that knows only exclusion, that excels only at
creating dichotomies and employing mechanisms of fragmentation, women are compelled to arm themselves
with all means to shatter the wall of silence, to assert their presence amidst the tumultuous events, to resist
marginalization, and to declare loudly: that creativity and culture are fields for everyone, where voices
converge and interact... there is no difference between man and woman within the framework of
constructive civilizational action.
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