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Specialized Lexicon Among the Ancient Arabs
A Reading of Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani's Dictionary of Qur'anic Vocabulary
Dr. Chadli Sadoudi / University of Medea

Abstract:

Regardless of the type of dictionary—qgeneral or specialized—its material must be gathered
from specific and defined sources, and then arranged in a particular way. Definitions are the most
important distinguishing feature between one dictionary and another, in addition to the intended
purposes of each dictionary.

The ancient Arabs were familiar with this type of compilation initially in the form of linguistic
treatises, each treatise focusing on a single topic. These included books of rare words and books on
unusual terms (such as those related to Qur'anic vocabulary and Hadith). Among the most famous
books explaining vocabulary is "Mu'jam Mufradat Alfadh al-Qur'an” (by al-Raghib al-Isfahani, d.
403 AH), which is considered an extension of previous efforts and perhaps a milestone in the
development of specialized Arabic lexicography. This is because it explains linguistic terms within
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their Qur'anic contexts; it is not general but rather limited to Qur'anic vocabulary. This, then, is its
scope. Furthermore, its author clearly outlined his methodology, objectives, purpose, and target
audience, suggesting a degree of scholarly understanding of the concept of specialization in Arabic
lexicography at that time.

Keywords: specialized dictionary, Qur'anic vocabulary, dictionary sources, dictionary
methodology, foundations of specialized lexicography.
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