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Heritage and Modernity in the Poetry of Abdulaziz Al-Magalih: Representations of
Alienation and the Crisis of Identity
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Abstract:

This study examines the dialectic of heritage and modernity in the poetry of Abdulaziz Al-Magalih
through an analysis of the structural mechanisms that govern their interaction within the poetic text,
particularly across its historical, literary, and religious dimensions. The study proceeds from the
premise that the presence of heritage in al-Magalih’s poetic experience is constituted through a
historical configuration that reactivates civilizational memory within a unified semantic framework,
thereby transforming heritage into an operative agent in the production of meaning rather than a
mere referential backdrop. The analysis demonstrates that the dynamic interplay between inherited
cultural references and the shifting conditions of contemporary reality contributes to the articulation
of representations of alienation. Within this framework, the crisis of identity emerges as the outcome
of a sustained tension between collective memory and the contingencies of the present. Accordingly,
heritage and modernity in al-Magqalih’s poetry do not function as binary oppositions, rather, they
form a dialectical relation that shapes a distinct poetic vision through which the question of identity is
critically reconstructed in the contemporary moment.
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