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Ibrahim Abdullah Ghalloum and the Systemic Nature of Arab Culture: The Authority
of Tradition and the Failure of Modernization Projects
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Abstract:

This study explores the ideas of the Bahraini critic Ibrahim Abdullah Ghalloum, one of the most prominent
contemporary Arab critics, who contributed significantly to the analysis of the systemic nature of Arab culture.
This system manifests in daily practices and social behaviors, rooted in fixed structures that stem from an
underlying systems in Arab culture. Ghalloum focused on examining the impact of this cultural systems on the
Arab identity, arguing that culture consists of deeply ingrained intellectual concepts that shape the mindset,
behaviors, and thoughts of the Arab individual. He contends that this systemic nature originates from a
misinterpretation of religion, as well as ancient Arab cultural and mythological legacies, which have defined
the key cultural values influencing contemporary life. According to Ghalloum, this system has a profound
effect on all forms of contemporary Arab cultural production, whether in art, literature, or intellectual thought.
His work advocates for the establishment of a rational, democratic Arab present, built upon civil institutions
where the state, individuals, and organizations organize their lives according to natural laws derived from
reality, rather than restrictive traditional values that form an oppressive cultural system, represses individuals
and freedoms, and hinders all renaissance projects.
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